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Unit Focus

In this unit, students will revisit the season of summer. The students will use their five senses to explain the changes during the summer
season. The students will compare characters in stories. The students will identify the narrator of stories and retell stories with details.
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the authorÂ's message or lesson. The students will also write a narrative using transitional
words. Phonics focus will be on long vowel sounds, soft g sound, and Â-oo. Children will explore contractions and verbs. The primary
instructional materials for this unit include: Frog and Toad: The Cookies, The Relatives Came, How I Spent My Summer Vacation, How Do You
Know ItÂ's Summer?, What Makes the Seasons, Diary of A Worm, Two Bad Ants, The True Story of the Three Little Pigs, Caperucita Roja (Little
Red Riding Hood), Lon Po Po.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 1

Write opinion pieces in which they
introduce the topic or name the book
they are writing about, state an opinion,
supply a reason for the opinion, and
provide some sense of closure.
CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.W.1.1
Retell stories, including key details, and
demonstrate understanding of their
central message or lesson. CCSS.ELA-
LITERATURE.RL.1.2
Write narratives in which they recount

T1 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of
texts in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T2 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T3 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T4 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T5

Thematic:  Students will be able to use their five senses to experience and describe the world
 through the lens of seasonal change.

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions
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two or more appropriately sequenced
events, include some details regarding
what happened, use temporal words to
signal event order, and provide some
sense of closure. CCSS.ELA-
LITERATURE.W.1.3
Identify who is telling the story at
various points in a text. CCSS.ELA-
LITERATURE.RL.1.6
Compare and contrast the adventures
and experiences of characters in stories.
CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.RL.1.9

U1 (U200) Effective readers use appropriate
strategies (as needed) to construct meaning
from texts.
U2 (U202) Readers recognize that authors do
not always say things directly or literally;
sometimes they convey their ideas indirectly
(e.g., metaphor, satire, irony, connotation).
U3 (U203) By comparing texts, readers often
gain greater insight into those texts.
U4 (U601) To be effective, writing
(arguments, explanatory, narrative) must be
supported with sound evidence, sufficient
detail, and/or valid reasoning.
U5

Thematic: The change of each seasons
creates a set of predictable behaviors in
nature, animals, and people.

Q1 (Q110) What does this text mean to me?
What connections can I make? (K-12)
Q2 (Q105) What is the text really about
(theme, main idea)? (K-12)
Q3 (Q207) What connections/insights can I
gain by comparing two or more texts? (K-12)
Q4 (Q603) Why do I think this? (K-1) How do I
support my ideas when writing in this
particular genre? (2-12)
Q5 (Q602) How do I make my writing easy to
understand? (K-2) How do I make my writing
interesting, engaging, and effective given my
audience and purpose? (3-12)
Q6

Thematic: What does this season (summer)
look like? What changes do you see? (e.g.,
temperature, trees)

Q7

Thematic:  How do seasonal changes affect
living things (i.e. animals, people, plants)?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

S1

Compare and contrast the experiences,
adventures and/or feelings of characters in
stories

S2

Recognize how living things and the
environment change or adapt during
spring/summer

S3

Identify who is telling (narrating) the story
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S4

Retell stories with details

S5

Demonstrate an understnaidng of the
author's message or lesson

S6

Write a narrative including: two or more
sequenced events, transition words to signal
event order and closure

S7

Identify vowels sounds long a (-ai, -ay), long
o, long i, long u, long e (-ea), identify soft g
sound (-dge), and the sound of -oo

S8

Identify contractions with not, and identify
verbs and irregular verbs
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